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Pine Hill CSA Minutes 
 
Pine Hill Cafeteria 

February 7, 2019 
 
Present: Dr. Barbara Brown, Molly Cullum, Kaitlin Dunham, Megan 

McGonigal Edgar, Lynn Frigiani, Katie Garvey, Allison Gullingsrud, 
Amanda Hoffman, Tyler Hoffman, Hannah Ireland, Michael Jaffe, Jackie 

Kleiman, Nikki Miller, Christina Robida 
 
Absent: Rachel Cohen, Jennifer Lymneos, Angie Johnson, Kate Potter  

 
Call to Order 

 
VOTE: Motion to open the February meeting of the CSA. Motion 
approved. The CSA monthly meeting was called to order at 9:02 am. 

 
School Start Time Task Force – Michael Jaffe 
 

Michael Jaffe is a member of the Dover Sherborn School Start Time Task 
Force. This committee is investigating the option of having later school 

day start times for the Dover Sherborn Middle and High School. The 
committee has done extensive research on adolescent sleep cycles. The 
committee feels the research clearly shows that later school start times 

can improve student academic performance and emotional wellbeing at 
the middle and high school level. Michael presented research findings, 

including sleep cycle times for adolescents. The committee has also 
interviewed local school districts that have implemented later start times 
for their middle and high schools. No decisions have been made about 

changing Dover Sherborn school start times. Michael presented his 
committee’s work and board members asked questions. Bus schedules 
were discussed. Board members asked for clarification on how a change 

in school start times would affect elementary school schedules.  
 

President’s Report – Molly Cullum and Amanda Hoffman 
 
Pancake Breakfast 

1. Thank you to everyone who volunteered.  
2. Attendance was high.  
3. The CSA got some donations. 

4. Sold 7-8 t-shirts at the breakfast. 
 

 
 
Auction Update 
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1. Yesterday the auction planning committee chairs reached out to 
the CSA presidents because they are severely lacking when it 

comes to solicitation committee members. This is a serious 
concern. They have put together a master list in Google Docs and 

are looking for assistance from everyone in soliciting one or more 
items. They have drafted a solicitation letter to use if needed. This 
is our biggest fundraiser and everyone needs to participate. Board 

members are asked to add to the list if they have additional ideas 
for auction items.  

2. Katie has an email ready to go for room parents about class 

contributions. There will be no neighborhood contributions this 
year. 

3. Hannah suggested buying a standard auction banner to hang in 
the fork of the road in the center of town. She knows Jen 
Troutman, who lives in Sherborn, who works for Vistaprint and 

has offered to give a discount. Amanda asked Hannah to price it 
out. The funds could come from the Misc. line item in the budget.  

 
Valentines Day Treat Buffet for Teachers 

1. This will be held on Valentine’s Day. 

2. A signup went out requesting donations of treats from parents. 
3. There was a discussion about whether or not to do the yogurt bar 

if we get a lot of treats donated. Board members suggested that in 

the past yogurt has gone untouched. It was decided to just do 
treats and a fruit bowl.  

4. Amanda will buy everything and drop it off at Hannah’s house. 
Hannah will coordinate the setup.   

 

School Spirit Store  
1. Dr. Brown, Molly and Amanda will meet to plan the store. We will 

order a preliminary group of items to sell. It will launch in fall 2019 

with the 5th graders. 
2. The idea is that the 5th graders run the store and they will track 

inventory. The CSA will work with teachers to find a good time to 
fit it into the year.  

 

Open Board Positions 
1. Molly emailed to ask who is interested in returning as a board 

member. Board members were asked to please reply with their 
intent to stay on the board.  

2. The Vice President role is still vacant.  

3. If board members want to stay on the board but want to take a 
different role, this is a possibility. Board members who are ending 
their terms could also take on a small role to help out.  

 
Vice-President’s Report – vacant, no report 
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Events – Jackie Kleiman and Megan McGonigal Edgar 

 
Minute-To-Win-It Event Update 

1. March 15th from 6:30-8:30; registration closes on March 10th. 
2. Jackie and Megan will send out the flyer in the CSA newsletter. 

They will get the information to Jen very soon. They would like the 

flyer to include a link to sign up to volunteer. 
3. They will use Whoozin and have the option to pay online.  
4. We have a tight budget for the event: $300. Question about how 

much to charge. Board members decided $20 with a $50 cap for 
families because this is a drop off event.  

5. Question about whether to spend the money on flyers for 
backpacks. The decision was yes; in black and white. The flyer will 
also be sent to room parents for distribution by email. 

6. There was a discussion about whether or not to do a presentation 
at all school meeting. Decision was yes, at the meeting on March 

8th. 
 
Principal and Vice Principal’s Report – Dr. Barbara Brown and Allison 

Gullingsrud 
 

1. This morning Dr. Brown met with the Sawin Fund. In 1800’s 

community members in Sherborn started an endowment for the 
then private high school, and the proceeds from this endowment 

now benefit Pine Hill. We use the funds for school enrichment, field 
days, buses, life science presentations, etc. and one of the 
enrichment programs that comes in each year. Therefore, the CSA 

should give her the invoice for one of the enrichment programs for 
this year.  

2. Preschool and Kindergarten enrollment are underway for next year. 

There will be two preschools next year, one full day and one half 
day. This is because in the past we have been over enrolled with 

general population students and the focus needs to return to 
serving the needs of the special education students that the 
preschool program is designed for. Both classes will be multi-age. 

Chickering has gone from two full day to one full day. For Pine Hill, 
returning families were offered spots, then siblings, then others.  

3. Kindergarten has 60 confirmed new kids, with 3-5 undecided. This 
represents another big class. The school committee is keeping a 
close eye on numbers for staffing needs.   

4. Yesterday was the 100th day of school and there were lots of 
celebrations around the school. 

5. The grants to DSEF fund are due this week. One of our grants is 

training for teachers for outdoor education. Pine Hill has also 
submitted grants for teacher training around responsive 
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classroom, which includes things like looking kids in the eye and 
morning meeting at every grade level. Pine Hill also submitted for a 

grant for some teachers to go to Columbia University for a readers 
and writers workshop. 

6. The school committee is looking into introducing educational 
strands within the curriculum as resources for kids for social 
emotional learning. 

7. Pine Hill has made administrative recommendations for next year’s 
school budget, including resources for addressing autism so Pine 
Hill will have the ability to meet those needs in our school and kids 

don’t need to leave. This special education staffing would benefit all 
students. There is also a recommendation for a new position in 

next year’s budget – a literacy specialist. Chickering has this and 
most schools have this. This is someone to coach teachers on 
reading and writing instruction, acting as a partner to help 

teachers. 
8. Yesterday’s professional development training was centered around 

cultural diversity. 
9. The school advisory committee meets monthly and Dr. Brown has 

charged them with reaching out to parents to ask how Pine Hill 

can provide a better experience with informing parents about 
curriculum etc., through back to school night etc.  

 

Treasurer – Tyler Hoffman 
 

1. Molly will send the quarterly report after the meeting. The budget-
to-actual has no surprises. 

2. The biggest goal to hit this year is the auction fundraiser. The 

success of this event is critical for maintaining a strong budget. 
3. Last month the CSA had to apply for raffle permit. This process 

involved a tremendous amount of time and effort by the treasurer 

and presidents because the process was not documented in past 
years. We now have a permit and other necessary paperwork is 

squared away. Tyler recommends putting together an operating 
manual. Board members are asked to submit documentation on 
the processes, procedures and paperwork for their roles. Tyler will 

gather the information into a unified living document. 
 

Communications – no committee members present; send newsletter 
content to the communications email 
 

Enrichment – Kaitlin Dunham and Lynn Frigiani 
 

1. Recently: 

a. Windows on Wildlife for 3rd graders – raptors 
b. New England Aquarium for 2nd graders – tide pool program 
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c. Cory the Dribbler at all school meeting 
2. There was a request for parents to find out about enrichment 

programs before all school meeting. Enrichment chairs could send 
information to communications the Monday before. 

3. The science guy could be covered by the Sawin Fund.  
4. March 1st is Ball in the House. 

 

Metco – Amanda Hoffman reporting 
 
Metco is doing a joint half-day gathering on March 6th in the Middle 

School Gym. 
 

New Families – Hannah Ireland 
 

1. Pine Hill has four new families. She and Nikki sent them a 

welcome email and paired them with families. 
2. They will be hosting a coffee get together at Nikki's house in on 

Feburary13th in the morning. 
 
Volunteers – Katie Garvey 

 
Raffle Baskets 

1. The flyer went home in backpack mail today  

2. The raffle baskets are ready. 
3. There is a new ticket system.  

 

Adjournment 
 
VOTE: Motion to close the February meeting of the CSA. Motion 

approved. Meeting adjourned at 10:34 am. 
 
 

Approval of January 3, 2019 Minutes 
 
EMAIL VOTE: Motion to approve the January 3, 2019 minutes of the 

CSA was approved by the majority of board members, as captured via 
email to CSA co-presidents following the January 3, 2019 meeting.  
 


