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Pine Hill CSA Minutes 
 
Pine Hill Teacher’s Lounge 

May 2, 2019 
 
Present: Alissa Albers, Barbara Brown, Rachel Cohen, Molly Cullum, 

Kaitlin Dunham, Megan Edgar, Lynn Frigiani, Katie Garvey, Allison 
Gullingsrud, Tyler Hoffman, Hannah Ireland, Alexis Madison, Nikki 

Miller, Christina Robida 
 
Absent: Amanda Hoffman, Angie Johnson, Jackie Kleiman, Jen Lymneos, 

Kate Potter 
 

Call to Order 
 

VOTE: Motion to open the May meeting of the CSA. Motion approved. The 
CSA monthly meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. 

 

Presidents’ Report – Molly Cullum 

 
Auction Update 

Auction tickets sold out. Ticket sales should cover the expenses for the 
event. Hopefully the auction goes well, as this will be all profit. We are 
testing the online auction format this year. The goal is 60K. 

 
Alexis Madison described the initiative to fund a swing set for the 

playground and the board discussed raise the paddle and silent auction 
options for this. The board agreed to having an online donation for the 
swings and doing a silent donation at the event that people could add to 

their total when checking out.  We said the raise the paddle had to go to 
the auction proceeds and not the swings due to concerns about hitting 

our $60k budget.  Instead, we would give the swing initiative a check 
after the auction was reconciled, if we hit our goal. 
 

Teacher Appreciation Lunch – 5/8/19 
The lunch will be catered. If the weather is good, it will be held outside. 
Head count is 70 people. If bad weather, the lunch will be held in the 

auditorium. We have tablecloths. The CSA board will donate desserts 
and help with set up and breakdown. Start time is 12:15. There will be 

some vegetarian options.  
 
Teacher Grants 

The grants were announced at the faculty meeting. The teachers were 
very appreciative.  
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Senior Scholarships 
Some senior scholarship applications have come in. The deadline is in 

May. Molly will send them out. We will pick two and give them each 
$250.  

 
’19-’20 Board positions  
There will be a two-page ad spread in the auction program with the list of 

potential openings: 5K, Broadmoor, Enrichment, Communications, New 
Families, and Metco.  
 

CSA Operating Manual  
Board members are asked to email Tyler descriptions for their 

committees, including a high-level list of what they do. Tyler will pull 
together everything that the new treasurer needs. Heather Shanahan will 
become Treasurer. Molly will do the operating manual. She will also work 

on the calendar for next year in time for review at the June meeting.  
 

Vice President’s Report (no report; vacant) 

 

Principal and Vice Principal’s Report – Dr. Barbara Brown and 

Allison Gullingsrud 
 

Today there was an interview for the art teacher position, as the current 
art teacher Ms. Richards is retiring after 32 years at Pine Hill.  
 

The budget has been approved at town meeting.  
 
Next year there will be a new position: literacy specialist. This person will 

make sure teachers are being coached and will help ensure that all 
teachers are teaching robust reader and writer workshops.  

 
Students will meet their teachers for next year on the last day of school. 
 

Several teachers will be switching grades next year.  
 

May 22nd is the Kindergarten orientation for parents. May 31st is the 
Kindergarten orientation for students. Dr. Brown asked if the CSA could 
host some summer play dates on the playground and invite incoming 

Kindergarteners.  
 
MCAS will be finished next week.  

 
Near the end of the year Pine Hill School will collect $125 from each 5th 

grader to attend a year-end field trip. Dr. Brown would like to collect 
these payments in the CSA account and then pay the field trip cost out of 
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the CSA account. This way the school account will not be artificially 
high, temporarily, and trigger an expensive audit.  

 
Three finalists were interviewed for the elementary special education 

position.  
 

Communications – Rachel Cohen 

 

The communications committee helped the auction co-chairs with 
supplemental emails and Facebook posts.  
 

The board discussed using the Aspen system to send the CSA email 
blast. Dr. Brown suggested that someone in the front office could send it 

out and this would save money. 
 

Enrichment – Kaitlin Dunham and Lynn Frigiani 
 

Bugworks will be on May 14th for Kindergarten. Theatre Espresso will be 
on May 20th for 5th grade. Katilin will tell Molly what she needs for grade-
level contacts for next year.  

 
May 24th will be the last all school meeting program. It will be Wacky 

Science with household items and volunteers from the audience.  
 
Dr. Brown said that the last all school meeting got rave reviews.  

 

Events – Megan Edgar 

 
We are planning to change the end-of-year ice cream social to a family 

picnic and the event planners will meet after the gala to determine the 
budget and clarify the idea. New Families will have a budget surplus so 

those funds could be used for this event.  
 

Metco – Kate Potter via email update to Molly Cullum 

 

Metco held a fabulous anniversary celebration with over 150 attendees, 
including Dover, Sherborn and Boston parents, school administrators, 
teachers, and DS alumni. We had live music, raffles and a brief 

program.  Speakers were Dr. Keough, Monique Marshall Veale (our DS 
METCO Director), Laura Dayal, a DS METCO alum and Milly Arbaje-

Thomas, who is the CEO of METCO Inc.  We didn’t know if Milly and her 
team were going to make it, but they did and it was very inspiriting to 
hear her speak about the program.  

 
Dr. Brown told the board that it was a well-organized and fun evening.  
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Metco is planning to do a Dover Sherborn Metco family and friends BBQ 

on June 2nd at Lars Anderson Park in Brookline.  
 

New Families – no update 

 

Treasurer – Tyler Hoffman 

 
We hope to reconcile the auction profits and receipts as quickly as 

possible. Getting the receipts can be the most challenging part of this. 
Board members are asked to submit all receipts to Tyler. 
 

Volunteers – Katie Garvey 

 
We are going to try to find room parents over the summer rather than 
wait until the fall.  

 

Adjournment 
 

VOTE: Motion to close the May meeting of the CSA. Motion approved. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:14 pm. 
 

Approval of April 4, 2019 Minutes 
 
EMAIL VOTE: Motion to approve the April 4, 2019 minutes of the CSA 
was approved by the majority of board members, as captured via email to 

CSA co-presidents following the April 4, 2019 meeting.  
 


