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Pine Hill CSA Minutes 
 
Pine Hill Cafeteria 

March 5, 2020 
 
Present: Dr. Barbara Brown, Rachel Cohen, Molly Cullum, Ranjini 

Dowley, Julie Dreyfus, Kaitlin Dunham, Megan Edgar, Lynn Frigiani, 
Katie Garvey, Hannah Ireland, Jackie Kleiman, Hessie Sheldon, Kristen 

Susco 
 
Absent: Royale Abrams, Tara Hourihan, Angie Johnson, Lauren Leahy, 

Nikki Miller, Christina Robida, Heather Shanahan, Megan Stoessel, 
 

Call to Order 
 

VOTE: Motion to open the March meeting of the CSA. Motion approved. 
The CSA monthly meeting was called to order at 9:05 pm. 

 
Presidents’ Report – Molly Cullum and Hannah Ireland 
 
Teacher Grants 
We received four teacher grants totaling $4K. Our budget this year is 

$3,250. Dr. Brown thought the budget was $4K so she added a flexible 
classroom request for $750 to bring the total to the amount she thought 
was the limit.  She can get funding elsewhere for this item to ensure the 

teachers receive their requested amounts.  This brings the requests to 
just under budget.  The other concern discussed was the $2k from the 

kindergarten team.  They are requesting a grant for 3 sets of math and 3 
sets of science books.  There was concern because we are also discussing 
funding a pumpkin patch for the Kindergarten team in honor of Bridie 

Hilperts who is retiring.  The board thought it would be unfair if we spent 
both $2k for the grant and $1.5k for the pumpkin patch.  The solution 

was to fund only 3 sets of either Math OR science so we could still fund 
the pumpkin patch.  The board voted and unanimously approved the 
teacher grants in the total of $2,200. 

 
Raffle Baskets 
Raffle basket sales jumped drastically the last week and we ended up 

grossing $5, 056.  A total of 6,221 tickets were in the raffle (5,992 
purchased and 229 free tickets), contributed by 156 PH families and 

faculty members.  The numbers were up by about 200 tickets from last 
year, which was also a record year.  It seemed to work better this year 
with 12 baskets vs 10, but the strong favorites were still the Lego and 

Soccer/Sports basket.  A few new baskets were added, which were 
suggested by the students—a fun way to get the students involved.  This 
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year ticket sales could be done online completely and seemed to work 
well. 

 

Vice-Principals’ Report - Royale Abrams and Tara Hourihan 

 
2020-2021 positions 

Still waiting to hear from a few people on their intentions for 2020-2021.  
Please pass along if you plan on staying on the board and if you are, if 

you want to remain in your position.  
 
Operating manual  

About half of the positions are still needed.  Please type up a high level 
overview of your position and any information on events/duties that 

would help a new person easily step into this role. 
 
Auction 

Would like to schedule a meeting with Hannah, Lauren and anyone that 
has volunteered in the past to get ideas on positions needed to run the 
event.  It might make more sense to have a committee instead of only 2 

volunteers. 
 

Principal’s & Vice-Principal’s Report 
 
Incoming Kindergarten 

Kindergarten packets were sent out last week.  The numbers for next 
year are not as large as our current group.  The current kindergarteners 

will be off the Friday after Memorial Day for the incoming group to visit 
Pine Hill.   
 

Literacy Specialist 
Jen Ryan, the Literacy Specialist, is hosting literacy walks to ensure all 

teachers can visit a grade above and below their current grade to give 
varied experience on writing and reading, which in turn gives our 
students a richer experience in these subjects. 

 
Parent Survey 
All families at the elementary level in Dover Sherborn will receive a 

parent survey to provide input on needs/opportunities for the new start 
time in the fall.  Some topics being discussed is grab and go breakfast, 

after school activities and “homework club” to keep students until 3:30.  
The DS staff have some ideas, but want parental input to improve the 
new structure.  Dr. Brown did say that lunch and recess time will not be 

changing.  The board brought up concerns about the timing of All School 
Meeting, if it still occurs at the start of the day and getting performers to 

attend that early.  The idea was suggested to have special performances 
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on full day Wednesdays instead.  We will coordinate this through Dr. 
Brown instead of Kelly Hodge. 

 
Finally, Dr. Brown gave a shout out to Mr. Carnes for doing a great job 
with students and faculty standing in for Allison while she is on 
maternity leave. 

 
New Families – Megan Stoessel and Nikki Miller via email 

One new student coming in April, which they have reached out on.  
Considering hosting another coffee like last year.  Also, would like to 

discuss putting together a small welcome packet that could contain a 
directory, PH t-shirt/swag, etc. 
 

Communications – Rachel Cohen and Ranjini Dowley 

Rachel is on the newsletter this month so send anything her way in a 
timely manner.  Would like to meet with presidents/co-presidents about 
reducing costs and simplifying platforms since we use various ones now 

(Wix, PayPal, etc.)  
 

Enrichment – Kaitlin Dunham and Lynn Frigiani 

Tomorrow (3/6) Bash the Trash is coming to All School Meeting.   

 
For grade level events, Tom Wahle from Techsploration visited third 

graders on 3/3 and is returning to visit with 4th grade on 4/28.  On 
3/19, Francie LaTour, a PH parent and author, is coming to meet with 
second grade to tie into their heritage unit.  Also, on the same date, the 

Museum of Science will bring the Star Lab for the 5th graders. 
 

Events – Jackie Kleiman and Megan Edgar 

The Luau is being held on Friday, 3/20 at 6:30.  The flyer is out along 

with volunteer and food donation sign ups with the same asks as 
Monster Mash.  Jackie and Megan will have Mrs. Hodge do an 

announcement in All School Meeting and we will do a separate blast to 
broadcast further.  The budget needs were discussed as only $300 was 
allotted based on uncertain needs this year for the spring event and that 

Minute to Win It (last year’s spring event) had a reduced budget.  The 
events team would like to increase the budget in hopes of enhancing the 

event and overall experience, which should hopefully create more buzz 
for future years (much like Monster Mash).  The board discussed that 
because previous events and fundraisers this year have made 

considerably more than previous years and knowing this event will likely 
bring in more than the budgeted revenue of $600, this makes sense.  
Molly raised a motion to increase the budget for this event to $1,000, 

Hannah seconded and the board unanimously approved. 
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Metco – Angie Johnson and Lauren Leahy via email 

An exciting trivia night is scheduled with more details to follow! 
 

Treasurer – Heather Shanahan 

No report 
 

Volunteers – Katie Garvey 

No report 

 

New Business 
 
Veggieville – Julie Dreyfus and Kristen Susco 

A lot of exciting things are happening in Veggieville! 
 

First, a pumpkin patch in honor of Bridie Hilperts is being proposed as 
Bridie is retiring this year.  It would be built in late April/early May 
behind the kindergarten wing and consist of raised beds and fencing to 

prevent deer from visiting.  It will also have a plaque honoring Mrs. 
Hilperts.  Kristen and Julie are looking for $1,500 to fund this project.  

The additional funds from the teacher grants will be used to cover this 
cost.  Also, there is $200 in the retirement budget to cover her plaque as 
well as Mrs. Sullivans (more to follow below). 

 
Second, a new Veggieville expansion has been created with the help of 
former PH parent, Nicole Weimeyer.  These plans include many amazing 

features that touch on specialties in all grades.  A few exciting call outs 
are a utility shed with its own solar panels that also doubles as an 

outdoor, hands-on learning lab, an outdoor classroom space with 
pergola, plantings/space that would put our garden on the National 
Wildlife Habitat registry, and a sensory garden with benches for quiet 

space.  The garden spaces would feature various beds including the 
existing veiggieville, which would be moved from the old location, and a 

sunflower garden to honor Mrs. Sullivan, as she retires this year as well.  
The new location will be on the front playground and would not disrupt 
any space being used by the children on the playground as it will cover 

the unused dust area on the other side of the fence from the parking lot.  
This would be completed in 3 phases.  A grant was submitted for funding 
through DSEF, town funds are being sought in conjunction with the 

proposal to complete the rear access road, other town grants and some 
funds from the CSA.  Once things are further along, we will discuss and 

vote on the contribution from the CSA. 
 

Adjournment 
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VOTE: Motion to close the February meeting of the CSA. Motion 
approved. Meeting adjourned at 10:30 am. 

 
Approval of February 6, 2020 Minutes 
 
EMAIL VOTE: Motion to approve the February 6, 2020 minutes of the 
CSA was approved by the majority of board members, as captured via 

email to CSA co-presidents following the February 6, 2020 meeting.  


