
Pine Hill CSA Minutes 
 
Pine Hill Library 
September 6, 2018 
 
 
Present: 
Irene Saranteas Bassalee, Barbara Brown, Rachel Cohen, Molly Cullum, Kaitlin 
Dunham, Megan McGonigal Edgar, Lynn Frigiani, Katie Garvey, Amanda 
Hoffman, Tyler Hoffman (by phone), Hannah Ireland, Angie Johnson, Megha 
Kadiyala, Jackie Kleiman, Jennifer Lymneos, Nikki Miller, Kate Potter, Christina 
Robida  
 
 

Welcome and Introductions 
 
The CSA monthly meeting was called to order 7:05pm. Everyone introduced 
themselves.  
 
 

Pine Hill 5k Update – Molly Cullum 

 
Emily Daly and Amy Kozlowski are in charge of the Pine Hill 5K. This is the 7th 
year of the race. So far we have $8,400 in sponsorships for this year. The 
banner will be going up in town this week. Signup information will be going out 
by email from the CSA. A flyer will be sent home in backpacks next week. 
Registration so far is pretty typical; in the past many signups have been last 
minute or on race day. The class with most participants will receive an ice 
cream party. Emily has talked with Kelly Hodge about promoting the race at all 
school meeting. The organizers would love to have more Pine Hill staff involved. 
 
 

President’s Report – Molly Cullum & Amanda Hoffman 

 
Teacher Stipends and Back-to-School Luncheon: 
The teacher stipends went out the same day as the back-to-school lunch, which 
was the day before school started.  
 
Cherrydale Fundraiser: 
The start and end dates for the Cherrydale fundraiser were moved back one 

week. Products will be coming in the week prior to Thanksgiving. The packets 
will be coming to the school and labeled by classroom. Products will be 
delivered to the school because this option is more cost effective. Amanda and 
Molly will plan the distribution. The fundraising goal is $7,500 this year; $6,600 
was raised last year.  
 
Ice Cream Social:  



The ice cream social was postponed to the 9/13 rain date because of weather. 
Board members asked to update the signup genius for volunteering at the 
social. There will be 5K flyers as well as t-shirts at the event.  
 
School Directory: 
We do not currently have a school directory volunteer so Molly is working on it. 
The goal is to distribute it in early October, which would be sooner than in past 
years.  
 
2018/2019 Calendar Dates 
2018/2019 calendar dates have been shared and are live on the CSA website 
and Pine Hill calendar. Some event dates still need to be decided. The 
presidents would like to continue to identify event dates as early as possible. 
The auction date is almost ready. 

 
CSA Logo 
The presidents would like to have a CSA logo and learned today that there is a 
logo, which we can use. 
 
 

Vice-President’s Report – Molly Cullum 

 
The vice president position has not been filled. The primary role is to shadow 
the presidents and the goal is to find someone by midyear. The person does not 
have to be a seasoned CSA board member to qualify. This is a two-year 
commitment – one as vice president and one as president.  
 

Principal’s Report - Dr. Brown 

 
Students are making a magnificent transition despite the heat.  
 
For this year, one elementary level classroom was closed and an extra preschool 
section was opened. Some teachers relocated their classrooms over the 
summer. Also over the summer, there was work on the windows and concrete, 
tiling, painting, and sprucing up around the building. 
 
The beloved 5th grade tradition of visiting Hale Reservation has been modified. 
Instead of one visit at the end of the year, this year’s new 5th grade team has 
decided to do one day of high and low ropes courses at the beginning of the year 
and two days of outdoor education days in June.  
 
Dr. Brown described the selection of a new assistant principal, Allison 
Gullingsrud, in advance of an email to Pine Hill parents, which will go out 
tomorrow.  
 
Dr. Brown provided an update on the Pine Hill Promise initiative begun by 
former assistant principal Jackie Daley and a task force of Pine Hill teachers. 
The initiative was rolled out at the start of the school year. 
 



Three areas of the school improvement plan for this year are school safety, 
cultural proficiency, and climate of care. Dr. Brown described each of these 
areas.  
 
Dr. Brown noted that the pancake breakfast fundraiser is set for Martin Luther 
King weekend and the board agreed a different date would be better.  
 
 

Committee Reports 
 
 
Metco - Angie Johnson & Kate Potter 
 
There is a new Metco student at Pine Hill this year. He is in first grade. She is 
looking for at least one host family, preferably two, for him. She asked for the 
request to go out in the CSA newsletter. 
 
 
Treasurer – Tyler Hoffman 
 
Tyler provided a balance sheet and budget for the July through June fiscal 
year. The CSA is well capitalized, with over $100,000 in cash. The largest 
fundraiser happens every two years and the revenue is shared between two 
years. This year’s budget is modeled on last year amounts. Tyler is open to 
suggestions or questions. He would like any input by the end of the month so 
that he can solidify the budget for a board vote next month. Reports will be 
made quarterly.  
 
 
Communications - Rachel Cohen & Jennifer Lymneos 
 
Rachel and Jen have been updating the website and newsletter. Board 
members said they have been hearing a lot of good feedback on both. The 
presidents thanked them both for their work this summer. Rachel asked the 
board to send her anything for the newsletter by the Thursday before the 
Monday newsletter. The board discussed the emails associated with the domain 
name, including which committees have or need emails, and the cost of adding 
an additional email.  
 
 
Enrichment – Kaitlin Dunham and Lynn Frigiani 

 
Kaitlin and Lyn met with Hessie, one of the former enrichment coordinators. 
October 19the all school meeting is booked with Chris Poulis. Kelly Hodge has 
provided the available dates for enrichment programs at all school meetings. 
Kaitlin has reached out to teachers to book grade-level programs and will work 
on incorporating the Pine Hill Promise grade-level themes. All the openings for 
grade-level contacts for grade-level enrichment programs have been filled.  
 



 
Events  - Megan McGonigal Edgar & Jackie Kleiman 
 
The Monster Mash will be on October 12. The DJ is booked. He is available to 
run other themed events. The board discussed movie nights and game nights as 
well as events the DJ could offer.  
 
 
New Families - Hannah Ireland & Nikki Miller 
 
Hannah and Nikki are putting together a welcome packet for new families filled 
with information about, for example, the community, community events, the 
school, and calendars. They are thinking of doing a fall new families get 
together. There was a request for board members to introduce themselves to 

new faces at events and identify themselves as a board member.  
 
 
Volunteers - Katie Garvey 
 
Katie gave an update on recruiting room parents. She said board members who 
need volunteers can talk with her, and she will set up a signup genius.  
 
 
Veggieville - Julie Dreyfus & Kristen Susco via email 
 
Kristen and I are co-chairing the school garden this year.  We plan to send 
updates on the garden in advance of each CSA meeting and hope to attend a 
meeting sometime this fall, as soon as our schedules allow! 
 
The garden faired well over the summer given the heat.  Our biggest issue at the 
moment is a critter (rabbit or woodchuck likely) getting in and nibbling at our 
produce.  We have attempted to block off all entrances, but it is still getting 
in!  Sadly our pumpkins developed downy mildew (a fungus) late in the summer 
and we will not have any pumpkins this year.  One pumpkin did start to grow, 
but sadly our critter ate it one night!   
 
We continue to work with Laurie Ryan, our faculty liaison, to coordinate groups 
working in the garden.  We have a list of teachers interested in helping with the 
garden and are working to set up a harvest schedule as well as planting some 
cool weather crops.  Hopefully we can grow a few more veggies before the 
weather gets cold. 
 
Our Action for Healthy Kids Grant should have distributed $650 to the CSA 
during August.  We need to confirm receipt of these funds.  This should 
reimburse the CSA for a majority of our spending to date.  Most of these funds 
went to rebuilding the garden infrastructure (raised beds), as well as a watering 
system, soil amendments, and seedlings.  As I said, I will get a detailed break 
down of our expenditures and anticipated costs before the next meeting.  We 
also plan to look for other local grants to help fund our ongoing costs (soil 
amendments, seeds/seedlings). 



 
Many thanks for all of the CSA's support!  We look forward to working with you 
this year. 
 
Best, 
Julie & Kristen  

 

Adjournment 

The CSA monthly meeting was adjourned at 8:37pm. 

 


